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Receive a free digital thermometer -- and help prevent 

water pollution  
 

While a mercury fever thermometer may seem like a quaint blast from the past, 

the reality is that these products can cause problems for the environment. When a glass 

thermometer breaks in the sink, the mercury from that single broken thermometer can 

pollute up to 5 million gallons of water.  

Residents can exchange their old-fashioned glass mercury fever thermometers for 

a FREE digital thermometer (one per household) between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Saturday, 

May 31 at Edenvale Branch Library, 101 Branham Lane East, in San José. Exchange 

your old mercury thermometer for a new one and help protect the Bay from mercury 

contamination. 

“We want to get these old thermometers out of medicine cabinets and eliminate 

this potential source of pollution,” said Melody Tovar, deputy director of Watershed 

Protection for the City’s Environmental Services Department. “Everything that flows 

down the drain or into the City’s storm sewer system can pollute the waters of our local 

creeks or the south San Francisco Bay.” 

Since the City began hosting thermometer exchange events last year, 

Environmental Services staff has collected more than 1,300 mercury thermometers. 

Collected thermometers are recycled for use in other products, reducing the demand for 

new mercury mines. 
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Mercury is a potent neurotoxin that bioaccumulates in fish muscle tissue—this 

means that mercury poses a hazard not only for fish but also for people who consume fish 

(particularly tuna and bass). Mercury can also have negative impacts on the nervous 

system, brain, kidneys, liver and immune system in humans and animals.  

  Thermometer exchange events focus on the potential for glass thermometers to 

either: 

• Break in the sink, which results in the mercury being transported through the 

sanitary sewer system to a treatment plant, where it cannot be removed before 

being discharged to San Francisco Bay, or  

• Be thrown in the garbage when they break, which results in the mercury going 

to a sanitary landfill, where it can possibly leach into the groundwater over 

time.  

 For more information about San José’s Thermometer Exchange events, please 

visit www.sanjoseca.gov/esd/ or call (408) 277-5786.   

 

### 

 


	Receive a free digital thermometer -- and help prevent water pollution 


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4F7F75288FD94E9B8BBE7F6E6765521B5EFA7684002000410064006F006200650020005000440046002065876863517759078F8552A95DE55177FF0C53735305542B68077B7E30018D8594FE63A530014E667B7E30014EA44E9251437D20548C56FE5C423002521B5EFA76840020005000440046002065874EF653EF4EE54F7F75280020004100630072006F0062006100740020548C002000410064006F00620065002000520065006100640065007200200037002E00300020621666F49AD87248672C676562535F003002>
    /CHT <FEFF4F7F752890194E9B8A2D5B9A5EFA7ACB7684002000410064006F006200650020005000440046002065874EF651775099535452A95DE55177FF0C53735305542B6A197C6430018D8590237D50300166F87C6430014E9252D551437D20548C57165C6430025EFA7ACB76840020005000440046002065874EF653EF4EE54F7F75280020004100630072006F0062006100740020548C002000410064006F00620065002000520065006100640065007200200037002E00300020621666F49AD87248672C958B555F3002>



    /ENU (Use these settings to create accessible Adobe PDF documents that include tags, hyperlinks, bookmarks, interactive elements, and layers. Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 7.0 and later.)



    /HEB <>




    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om toegankelijke Adobe PDF-documenten met labels, hyperlinks, bladwijzers, interactieve elementen en lagen te maken. U kunt gemaakte PDF-documenten openen met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 7.0 en hoger.)



    /RUM <>




    /UKR <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks true
      /IncludeHyperlinks true
      /IncludeInteractive true
      /IncludeLayers true
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /EmbedAll
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


